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WIRING THE PHILIPPINES TOGETHER

How All the Important Points on the Islands Have Been
Connected by Cable in Remarkably Short Time.
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to have two sergeants of the sizoal
corps instructed by him in the art
in rase of such &n emergency.
After auTiving at Manila the Hooker
was sent 0 Hong Kong to coal, struck
an outlying reef off Corregidor Island.
and, after ail went the cable
to the bottom of the sea. Of course.
that was Its altimate destinauvon, but
not in a ap The siip was a
total loss, but most of the cable and
machinery, though somewhat dam

down

aged, was recovered and taken back
to Manila Then the Romuius was
chartered and equipped with e e

covered paraphernalia.
For the

shallow b«

rivers and
wiles of water barges were
quipped and towed by small gun
The gunboats could repel dis-
turbers and the exposure was
in reeling out the cable
barges as was required to

wiork in other

‘
boats
< am;.
not DeCesSSary
from the

strefch land lines. About every five
miles stops would be made to test
what had been lald. he smau mil
tary ce that accompanied wnese ex-
e 158 when in hostlle country was
ieployed as plckets when the elee-
triclans landed to make the tests

For the actual work of establishing
the lines it was necessary to employ
natives., [t takes three patives to do
the work of one American workman
but the native asks only $5 per month
salary, and his accustomec fare of
rice, dried fish e He loves to
squat when reeling the cablez and he
works with as little effort as possi-
ble
The first work was done by the
army, but subseguently contracts were
let for the entire work, laying as
well as furnishing the cable The
government furnishes the cable ship,
the necessary military protection and
director and inspector
More than 2000 miles have now been
jaid, simost enough to reach from
Honolulu to San Francisco. All the
principal and every isiand of
any size are connected. To be more
explicit connect Manila and
Cavite, Taguig and Calamba, Taguig |
and Binang Calamba and Los Banos,

an officer as

citles

cables

l.os Banos and Santa Cruz. Liloan
and Ormoce, Cebu and Liloan, Leyte
and Tacloban and Samar, Naic and

Corregidor, Guinayangan ana Pasaco,
and other points from the islands
of Cebu to Bahol, Negros to Cebu,
Cebu to Mindanao, Jolo to Mindanao,
and also conpecting points on toe
Isiand of Mindanao. where land wires
can not vet be maintained. Most of
the work has been accomplished in
the past twelve months, and little |
trouble is being experienced from in
tentional interruption, a striking evi-
dence of American progress.

Very often ships weighing anchor |

| that from Cavite to Manila

| right of

in the harbors, find the Sukes en-
tangled with the cable and to save &
few minutes’ Utme, cut the cable in
stzad of disengaxing it Nine out of
ten of the breaks are due to this

A curious protest was offered when |

the Srst military cable was laid—
The
Eastern extension Company bad ac-
quired a new [rancatse from Spain
just before the war, with the sole
cables in the Philippines
This {ranchise lasts until 1540, and
a clagse in the contract provides a
payment of £500 for each year be-
fore that date that other cables
shall be used. The company has now
put in & claim upon the United States
for the amount, but the claim will be
ignored for reasons comnpected with
the disposition of the cable at the
beginning of the war

A few days prior to the opening of
the war under a1 emergency coon-

tract with the Spanish Government
stimulated by the approach of hos
tilities, the company extended its

Hong Kong cable, which landed omn
l.uzon, at Balino., to Manila Ad
miral Dewey endeavored in vain to
obtain a neutralization of this cable

nish officers refused
mit him to use it He, th ore
cut it Five days after Manila feli
he dispatched a vessel to the point
of rupture, about two miles off Cx
vite where the cable lay in about
ten fathoms. The ware action bhad
carried the ends about 200 feet apart
to the full length of a stout rope that
had joined them to facilitate recovery
There was no regular cable to be had,
and the repair was accomplished by
splicing in a plece of insulated field
wire with such an allowance of slack
that the stay rope, which was left
on, should bear the strain. Hong
Kong was called only to find that to
avoid complications, the company had
gealed the cable; and after all the
grapling and improvising the dispatch
boat had to be continued. It was some

the St

time after the protocol was signed
that the Spaniards and the compas:
ny's officers decided to break the
seal. The use of a cable for ex
change of messages in place of tne
slow service of the dispatch-boat at

this time would have been of inestim

able value to this govermnment, out
the British company took no note of
that and now it will probably cost
them dear.

It is mow just a matter of time De-
fore an American cable will span
from the Philippines to some point
on the coast of China and Japan. The
same Eastern Extension Company
now charges 75 cents per word for

messages from Manila to Hong Kong,
ahout three times the rate from the
I'nited States to Europe.

This government is not in the Inter-
national Telegraph Union, wiuch prac-
tically eliminates our voice from the
conduct of the great cables. and in
case of emergency gives other coun-
tries—those in the union—prior right
to the use of them. The Philippine
system is America’s first step in
cables. It is a good big stride., and
when the transpacific is a fact this
country will be abreast of the others.

KILAEA, GREATEST ACTIVE YOLCANG IN THE WORLD

[Continged from

are a series of salphar pits or cracks. !
Steam strongly saturated with suiphar
is constantly emanating from these
cracks. and the earth surrcunding
them fs coated with sulpher. About
two hundred yards from the Volcano
House, to the northwest, is what are
known as the sulphur banks Great
rakes of suiphur have formed around
the small openings or steam cracks
in these banks and one can gather
beautiful specimens of pure sulphur
there. Two years ago a party of sol

diers from one of the transports which

stopped at Hilo, while visiting the vo!l

GREAT TREE FERN NEAR THE VOLCANO.—(Photo by

Nizth Page.)
them, poking into them, dropping
stones down their cavernous depths
and speculsting on the fires burnizg
beneath

Nor are these all [n the vicinity of
Kilanea that are of intense interest
to the s=tudent of nature. Within

a very short distance from the hotel
and connected with Kilanea by a

great ravine lies Kilamea Iki or Lit
tle Kilanea, an extinct crater with
almost perpendicalar walls five han-
deep. The floor of the crater

dred fest

is black lava devoid of all vegetation
showing that is

not very old. By

Williams Heo

nolulu.)

cano, set fire to these sulphur banks.
and this fire raged for two days. There
was great fear of the hotel and stables
and wvarious outbuildings being con-
sumed, as there is no fire protection;
but finally a heavy rain came on which
beat out the fire.

By far the largest share of visitors
make the mistake of neglecting thes:
steam cracks and sulphur banks, or
at most only hurriedly visiting them
To me they were one of the
most interesting features of Kilauea

Judicious advertising always pays.'One can spend much time around

going on horse back over to the south
east one can, in half a day's ride, see

the craters of seven extinct voleanos, |

probably the old craters of what is

now known as Kilauwea. That they
are very old is shown by the fact
that they are filled with vegetation

| some of them containing the largest

giant ferns [ have ever seen any place.
Two of these old craters lie along
the road which leads to the kea in
the district of Puna and you can rile
to their very brim and look down
into their depths at the rich tropical

!
growth You are not aware of ap
proaching either of them until they
(mdd-eul:-' burst into view as you are

|on their brink and the sight s ome B"Slness Orders
| corgecues beyond description
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J. H. FISHER,

Agent Hawaiian Islands,
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Phone, Main 34. - Mclnerny Block, Fort Street- P. 0. Box 756.
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This is the Amount that has been invested in Hawailian Securities

The Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company

in this short time,and negotiations are now on for more. Does this not
stamp THE PACIFIC MUTUAL as your HOME COMPANY ? |

#& Before investing get the figures on the MUTUAL INVESTMENT CONTRACT,
which is issued only by THE PACIFIC MUTUAL.

CLINTON J. HUTCHINS

General Agent for Elawaiian Islands
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